
Dear Families,    April 22 - 26, 2019 
   
Happy Earth Day!  It can be a good time to review and practice everyday habits 
that make taking care of our one and only Earth easy. For example, recycling 
when possible, picking up trash, not littering in the first place, riding bikes, 
walking, turning off lights, reducing time in the shower, not purchasing bottled 

water, the list goes on and on.  In addition to our annual Langford Park Cleanup, the students 
will be posting their environmental impact creations on Seesaw this week – be on the lookout 
for some incredible creativity. 

The warm weather this weekend meant our families were as busy as bees.  
This week we’ll be focusing on simile as one way writers use to make readers 
create mental images.  We will show what we know by writing and illustrating a 
simile book about ourselves using Quick as a Cricket by Don and Audrey Wood 

as our mentor text. After similes, we’ll extend to comparing 
ourselves in metaphor.  As we gain familiarity with these forms of 
beautiful, figurative language, we’ll have a lot of background 
knowledge to enjoy poetry. 

We’ll begin Unit 10 math this week on dollar-and cents notation, decimals, and 
place values. The first part of Unit 10 extends previous work with money and fractions 
to decimal notation for dollars-and-cents amounts. We will get more in depth with 
notating money and making change up to $10. Also, we will learn how to enter money 

amounts into a calculator and read calculator displays, as it can be tricky. ($0.40= 0.4) Be careful 
of the zero placeholder! The second part of this unit extends place-value concepts to 5-digit 
numbers. It is a second-grade standard for children to be able to read and write numbers up to 
the ten thousands place.  

Running Club begins on Thursday. A permission/volunteer slip went home a couple of 
weeks ago – no student will be allowed to stay without a permission slip. Running Club meets 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:00 – 3:50 April 25 until May 14, which is Race Day!  
 
PLEASE KEEP READING – THERE ARE MANY IMPORTANT NOTICES ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES 
 
Spelling: rode, nose, home, dome, chose, hose, close, code, rose, those, didn’t, people 
Vocabulary: garbage, sanitation, compost, trash, hopper 
 
General Information:  

• Specialists: M, PE, S, M, PE 
• 4/24 Public Library 1:15 Please join us on our walk to library 

if you are available. 
• 4/25, 30, 5/2, 7, 9 Running Club 3:00 – 3:50 
• 4/29 Last day to donate items for Outdoor Adventures 2nd 

grade fundraiser raffle basket 
• 4/30 Spring Picture Day (rescheduled) 
• 5/3 Spring Carnival 5:30, Book Fair 
• 5/9 Plant Sale 
• 5/10 Plant Sale & Talent Show 

• 5/14 Saints Game & Running Club Race 
• 5/24 Memorial Day Program – Grade 2 performs 9:15 AM 
• 5/27 No School Memorial Day 
• 5/30 Field Day 12:00 – 3:00 
• 6/7 Last Day of Second Grade 
 

Best, Ms. Lee   mao.lee@spps.org  



The second graders are starting to work with a web-based math 
learning tool called Prodigy here at school.  The response to it here 
among students has been quite positive, and many kids are interested 
in being able to log on at home and continue with their learning.   
 

Here are a few things to know about Prodigy:  The students have their own accounts and passwords.  
When they log on at home they will continue from where they left off at school.  Prodigy is free to use 
in its basic form and there is no outside advertising.  There are, however, items within the game 
available for purchase.  All of the available math information is in the free version.  The add-ons are 
just enhancements to the game aspect of the site.  We have discussed this at school, and how these 
add-ons are not necessary and may be a waste of money.  It is how the content creators generate 
income though.  As teachers we would prefer if these "upgrades" were not purchased as they will likely 
be a distraction here at school, but ultimately it is up to families. 
 
When students begin on Prodigy there is a placement test that sets each student  to the best level for 
their learning, and as their learning grows the difficulty increases to keep students engaged and 
learning new things.  Because of this, if students get help form an adult or older sibling, they will soon 
find themselves confronted with problems beyond their ability, and the game will become frustrating 
rather than engaging.  In other words, it's best not to give answers.  Talking about math and discussing 
math concepts is encouraged, and possibly working with the Prodigy program at home will lead to this 
happening more often. 
 
This program is new to us, but we are liking what we have seen so far.  If you have questions or 
comments, please don't hesitate in letting us know. 

Thanks,  
The Second Grade Team 

 
 
 
 
A note for aspiring basketball players: 
 
“We would like a whole bunch of 2nd girls to attend our Hoops in 
the Park basketball clinic this summer.  The volunteer coaching staff 
has multiple years of rec and travel coaching experience under our 
belts.  The clinic is at 8 feet baskets and will be focused on learning fundamentals.  $30 
total fee for 4 sessions.  Registration with Courtney at Langford Park Rec Center or 
via the link below.   
 
https://apm.activecommunities.com/saintpaul/Activity_Search/55419   
 
Thank you for considering!” 
 
- Cory Tennison (volunteer coach and proud parent of Ellery and Patrick) 
 
 
 
 
 



Hi SAP families!  As it was so much fun last year, we are doing the gift basket 
raffle at the spring carnival again! 2nd grade: Budin, Lee, Krider- outdoor 
adventures (fishing gadgets, camping gadgets, mini lanterns, fixings for 
s’mores (graham crackers, marshmallows, and chocolate), marshmallow 
roasting skewers, headlamps, bug spray, citronella candles, gift cards to 
outdoor stores) and large baskets or attractive containers to fill with 
items. 

Please have students bring donations by Monday, April 29 - bring your box of 
donated items to the conference room in the office by the end of that day. 

Here's how it works: 

• each grade will have a theme (ours is Outdoor Adventures) 
• students, families, and staff may donate small, new, inexpensive items related to that 

theme 
• items are collected in a box in the 2nd grade cubby area 
• volunteers collect all item boxes from teachers and assemble them into gift baskets 
• the baskets are raffled off at the carnival 
• the donors see their items displayed at the carnival and feel a sense of pride and 

community 
• the school makes money 
• money buys stuff so our school can be even more awesome 

We are also looking for donations of baskets or attractive containers to fill with 
items.  If you have any questions please reach out to Katie (kloth@umn.edu) or Tara 
(tthompson1@comcast.net). 
 
 
 
 
Hi all, 
There is an amazing summer program in SPPS called Freedom School.  It is part of our 
SPPS summer programs - open to anyone, and free.  It is focused primarily for children 
of African descent, but all are welcome.  This link has a short video about Freedom 
School - check it out.  I highly encourage you to recommend this program to the 
families of your students, particularly African, African-American students, or other 
students of color, but really anyone who you think might need a "burst" of academics, 
self-confidence, inspiration and a lot of caring, committed staff.  One great thing about 
the program is that it runs longer than the regular S-term. 
 
Check it out! https://www.spps.org/freedomschools 
 
Let me know if you have questions, 
Dr. Karen Duke, Principal 
 
 



Here is a note regarding a neighborhood annual essay contest, now 
being expanded to more ages, including second graders.  We will not be 
giving class time, but encourage students to try writing and submitting 
their thoughts!  - Team Two 
 

For many years, the St. Anthony Park Branch Library Association has 
sponsored an essay contest for neighborhood sixth-grade students. 

This year the contest is being expanded to include elementary and high school 
students. 

We’re hoping that St. Anthony Park Elementary students will participate in the contest. We do 
not expect this to be part of a classroom assignment, nor are we asking the school to process the essays. 
All we’re asking is that your staff inform students about the contest. 

The ongoing theme for the contest is citizenship, and the specific prompt this year is, “What 
does it mean to be a good neighbor?” 

Particulars are as follows: 
• Essays can be up to 500 words. 
• Submissions can be either hard copy (dropped off at the library) or electronic (sent to 
dhealy1@q.com). 
• Submissions should include the student’s name, age, address, and phone number. 
• The deadline is May 24. 
• The first-place winner will receive $25. The second-place winner will receive $15. 
• First-place winners will be invited to ride in the St. Anthony Park Fourth of July parade and read at the 
bandshell following the parade. 

Please feel free to distribute this information to students in whatever form you deem appropriate. 
If you have any questions, contact me at dhealy1@q.com or 651-644-3951. 

Sincerely, 
Dave Healy 
SAPBLA board member 


